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A warm welcome to everyone here today,
especially to the players, directors and
supporters of Doncaster. Last year’s game
between the two side here at New River was a
thrilling draw. Hopefully, it will be just as
entertaining a game today, hopefully with an
even better result.

That game was played as our Friday Night Lights
game the night before the Challenge Cup final
and this year’s game is less than a fortnight
away. We will have an allocation of tickets for
the ground at the other end of White Hart Lane
and it promises to be a big weekend for the sport
in the borough of Haringey, with a junior festival
taking place here on the Saturday morning.

Results have been disappointing over the last
few weeks.  With a few players out at the

moment, there were just four players in the line-
up who'd played ten or more games for us and
four more who’ve passed double figures in
appearance for other clubs at this level or above.
Our youngsters are learning fast, but it is a tough
introduction for them. Hopefully, some of our
more experienced players will be back today.

Off-field, I am writing this midweek, but we are
due to take delivery of our new scoreboard on
Friday. This has been purchased in part by many
of you, thanks to the “Pay-It-Forward” scheme
that many of you contributed to last year.
Thanks again for that support!

Enjoy the Game

Colin Browne
CEO, London Skolars

Boardroom View
Skolars’ CEO Colin Browne
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BetFred League 1 Table
Pld W D L F A Diff Pts

1 North Wales Crusaders 7 7 0 0 317 90 227 14
2 Keighley Cougars 6 6 0 0 250 32 218 12
3 Rochdale Hornets 7 6 0 1 314 132 182 12
4 Swinton Lions 6 4 0 2 264 99 165 8
5 Doncaster 7 4 0 3 192 184 8 8
6 Hunslet 6 3 1 2 160 128 32 7
7 Oldham 6 2 1 3 206 130 76 5
8 Midlands Hurrcanes 7 2 0 5 204 232 -28 4
9 Cornwall 6 0 0 6 90 324 -234 0

10 London Skolars 6 0 0 6 80 342 -262 0
11 West Wales Raiders 6 0 0 6 28 412 -384 0



The Big O

Huw Richards on a RL legend from Doncaster

In 70 years in the RFL, Doncaster have understandably
drawn much more on the heartlands of the West Riding
than their own district. And perhaps the most
distinguished league player from Doncaster, Rossington-
born Ted Slevin, lived there only for the first 18 months of
his life.

One of the stalwart forwards of the 1950s, Slevin
undoubtedly benefited from that childhood move to
Wigan. It was with the Cherry and Whites that he took
massive early steps towards his greatest single
distinction, as one of only five players – and the first
Englishman following the Welshmen Aubrey Casewell
and Alan Edwards – to win all six trophies possible, the
Championship, Challenge Cup and the Yorkshire and
Lancashire League and Cup, in the ‘Four Cup’ era.

That his achievement reflected collective as much as
individual accomplishment was in keeping with being, as
Huddersfield chairman William Cunningham wrote in his
1961 testimonial brochure, ‘the perfect team man’.

He appears in contemporary accounts as a selfless
forward grafter and unpretentious enabler of others in an
age when contested scrums made matches a real grind.
He scored only six tries in 396 appearances for the
Fartowners up the end of the 1960-1 season, but as the
club’s Rugby Leaguer correspondent wrote ‘When
Huddersfield scored a try from a play-the-ball or from
loose play, Ted Slevin invariably had a hand in it’.

That six-trophy feat was completed early in his career. He
made his debut for Wigan in January 1949 and had won all
four Cups with them by the end of the 1950-1 season,
most notably the Championship claimed in 1950 by
defeating Huddersfield with a team lacking eight players
who had already departed for the tour of Australia.

Huddersfield doubtless remembered that final when they
signed him in October 1951. He won the Yorkshire
League that season, followed by the Yorkshire and
Challenge Cups in 1952-3, their best season since the
dominant era either side of the First World War. He
continued to work in Wigan, initially as a miner and from
1959 in a canning factory. With the M62 still long in the
future this meant five hour return treks to training and
home matches, but he became a constant feature of
Huddersfield teams over the next decade. Few clubs have
fielded more league giants, making his selection for the
Huddersfield Hall of Fame not long after his death in 1998
testament to a fine career.

As Wigan legend Joe Egan recalled “The mystery to me is
how he was ever allowed to leave Central Park”. He had
been a regular at prop or second row in two hugely
successful seasons.

Another mystery is a truncated international career – two
games for England and two Great Britain v France
matches which were denied full test status. As a prop he
had to compete with two undoubted giants – Ken Gee
and Alan Prescott. But AN Gaulton, compiler of the
testimonial brochure, noted a further reason. Yorkshire-
born and Lancashire-raised might have struck Gaulton as
‘a good combination’, but for Slevin proved something of
a Catch-22.

The county championship was an important rung on the
ladder. Slevin played as a novice for Lancashire in 1949.
Called up for Yorkshire after joining Huddersfield, he fell
victim to a recent rule change preventing players from
playing for more than one county.

Yorkshire may have been unable to claim him, but
Doncaster can and should regard him with pride.
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Skolars 25 years ago
With the winter season having  finished at the start of the month, the summer season came with a two week break.

Skolars were due to play in the first round of games in the new Southern Conference, playing as North London
Skolars. However, with Kingston dropping out they would have to wait another week before they made their debut.
Elsewhere in the Southern Conference, there were wins for Worcester Royals, Cambridge Eagles and West London
Sharks.
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Today’s Visitors
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Head Coach Richard Horne is in his sixth season in charge at
the club, having moved partway through 2017 from Hull
where he was assistant coach. He played his entire club
career for Hull, as well as 12 appearances for Great Britain.
He played in the 2005 Challenge Cup winning side (that final
being played in Cardiff whilst Wembley was being rebuilt).
He’s assembled an experience squad with a number of
internationals as the Dons seek to improve on their fourth
place in 2019.

Centre Jason Tali played for Papua New Guinea in the 2013
World Cup before joining Newcastle Thunder in 2015,
moving to Doncaster two years late. He scored a hat-trick
against Skolars in a drawn game five years, a result that led
to the vacancy that Horne was to fill.

Fellow Papua New Guinean Watson Boas made his debut for
his country against Fiji in 2016 scoring two tries. The scrum
half was then playing for PNG Hunters in the Queensland
Cup, moving to the UK to play for Featherstone Rovers in
2019. He played for Doncaster on loan that season, joining
permanently the following year.

Centre/winger Misi Taulapapa played for Samoa in the 2008
World Cup. He was playing for Cronulla Sharks in the NRL at
the time. The 39 year old joined Sheffield Eagles in 2010
spending six seasons there before spells at Featherstone
Rovers and Newcastle Thunder, joining the Dons this season.
Whilst the name Poching will be familiar, half-back/hooker
Kobe Poching is a youngster who recently joined Doncaster
on loan from Wakefield Trinity, where his father Willie is
coach.

Aaron Ollett and Ross Whitmore both played 20 games for
the Dons last season. 29 year old Ollett came through Hull

KR’s junior ranks, making his debut for them in 2014 after a
loan spell with Gateshead Thunder. The loose forward then
had spells at Keighley, Dewsbury and Newcastle before
joining Doncaster last season.  20 year old Whitmore made
his debur last season as well, though the forward had a very
different route to Ollett, having moved from RU side
Yorkshire Carnegie.

Head to Head

Last season’s encounter at New River was the Friday Night
Lights game. Doncaster took an early lead with Ben Johnson
making a break from 20 metres out with Sam Smeaton in
support to finish the move. Skolars levelled the scores with a
similar move, this time Neil Thorman backing up to
touchdown after Jacob Thomas edged past the defence.
Thomas then set up Aaron Small to score and with Neil
Thorman kicking a penalty after the hooter, Skolars led 12-6
at half-time.

Skolars extended the lead with another Thorman penalty.
Doncaster narrowed the gap when Matty Beharrell floated a
long pass out to the left for Sam Doherty. Beharrell’s
conversion hit the posts; a miss that turned out to be
important. He converted Ben How’s try to put his side in the
lead.

Ben Howe he went for a high ball in attack. The full-back
joined the attacking line on the right to touchdown in the
resulting set. This time Beharrell’s kick was successful
putting the Dons into the lead for the first time in the match.
Another Thorman penalty levelled it at 16 all, but then the
Dons had two drop-goal chances before the hooter sounded.

Head to Head

Competition P W D L
Skolars Doncaster

NRC Home 3 0 0 3 38 100
Away 3 0 0 3 34 122

L1 Cup Away 1 1 0 0 24 12
League Home 8 1 1 6 122 229

Away 9 0 1 8 208 319
All Games 24 2 2 20 426 782

Points scored





When the cap doesn’t fit

David Ballheimer on the failures of the salary cap

11

OK, I admit it, I am biased and my teams play in a very small
rugby league market, so opponents of my opinion use it to
dispute my assertions. Put simply, the salary cap needs to
be reined in and strictly enforced throughout the
professional game.

The original salary cap in Super League was enforced quite
stringently with a number of clubs falling foul of the limit
and suffering fines and, on a few occasions, points
deductions. It could be said that Wigan Warriors got off
very lightly as they were repeat offenders, the second
transgression coming when they broke their cap limit to
sign two quality players who helped the club avoid
relegation.
When one looks at the punishment the NRL inflicted on
Melbourne Storm (or English Rugby Union on Premiership
powerhouse Saracens), relegation would have been a
reasonable penalty. Of course, this is rugby league and
Wigan are, well, Wigan; join the dots. These Super League
clubs had the resources to overcome the fines and didn’t
break the cap for years after this.

Salary caps were instituted in lower divisions too, but they
were loosened at the request of clubs desperate to taste
the honey of a higher level. It started in the early 2010s
when Leigh Centurions persuaded the RFL to expand the
salary cap in the Championship, and grew when Toronto
joined League 1. The Wolfpack wage bill was greater than
most teams in the division above them but, sadly, it didn’t

end well for them; actually, spectacularly badly was
something of an understatement.

Toronto’s arrival in 2017 saw the salary caps in League One
and the Championship revised to accommodate them. The
Wolfpack blasted through League 1, blew the Million Pound
Game in their second season and won it in year three. Then
came Covid and the harsh reality of serious financial
scrutiny. Forced to stay in England, visa issues resulted in
players returning to the southern hemisphere, and most
others not being paid. After half a dozen losses in Super
League they disappeared, owing tens of thousands of
pounds to numerous players.

Other clubs in lower divisions went to the very limit of the
expanded salary cap and suddenly found they had
overspent. One club went into administration less than a
month of winning promotion to the Championship, not
their first financial meltdown of the summer rugby era.
Another club, currently in the Championship, has suffered
multiple insolvencies yet still seem able to sign high-profile,
normally high-earning, players despite these financial
woes.

There is a strong argument that a sport’s governing body
should not have to force their clubs to behave with fiscal
responsibility, but history shows that they do. Sadly, greed
conquers all, and the lust for glory and success blinds clubs
to the harsh realities of financial security.

Skolars 20 years ago -  The Rugby League Conference (which had developed from the Southern
Conference that had started 5 years before) kicked off with two games against sides that had become
big rivals. They travelled to West London Sharks with two long range tries for Charlie Oyebade putting
his side ahead. They sealed the game when Trevor O’Loughlin intercepted 5 metres from his own try
line, slipping the ball out to Jake Johnstone who raced 90 metres to score, Skolars running out 10-38
winners.  They then put in a commanding display at home to Crawley Jets winning 48-10

This weekend’s other BetFred League 1 Fixtures
Today
North Wales Crusaders v Oldham
Tomorrow
Cornwall v West Wales Raiders
Hunslet v Swinton Lions
Keighley Cougars v Rochdale Hornets



Shop online and help Skolars’ community
development programme

Don’t forget to  help raise funds for London Skolars Minis & Junior Rugby League whenever
you shop online!

Join easyfundraising and you can collect free donations for us every time you buy
something online. It won't cost you a penny extra so please help us to raise funds

Use easyfundraising to shop with over 3,500 big name retailers including Amazon, Argos,
John Lewis, ASOS, and Booking.com – and when you shop, you’ll raise a free donation for
us every time. It’s that easy!



Fixtures 2022
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Date Competition KO Opposition Venue Result Attendance
JAN Sat 29th CC2 3.30 PM London Chargers New River Stadium W 40-22 280
FEB 12th/13th CC3 3.30 PM Hunslet Club Parkside New River Stadium L 6-30 145

MAR Fri 18th Friendly 2.45 PM British Army RL Honourable Artillery Company W 52-18 525
Sat 26th L1 R1 3.00 PM Hunslet New River Stadium L 10-28 287

APR Sat 2nd L1 R2 BYE
Sat 9th L1 R3 3.00 PM North Wales Crusaders New River Stadium L 6-54 186
Sun 17th L1 R4 3.00 PM Midlands Hurricanes Forshaw Heath Lane L 50-28 226
Sat 23rd L1 R5 3.00 PM Rochdale Hornets New River Stadium L 22-56 184
Sun 1st L1 R6 3.00 PM Keighley Cougars Cougar Park L 96-0 1,047

Sun 8th L1 R7 3.00 PM Swinton Lions Heywood Road L 58-14
Sat 14th L1 R8 3.00 PM Doncaster New River Stadium
Fri 27th L1 R9 7.00 PM Oldham New River Stadium
Sat 4th L1 R10 3.00 PM Cornwall Penryn RFU
Sat 11th L1 R11 3.00 PM West Wales Raiders Stebonheath Park
Sat 25th L1 R12 3.00 PM Swinton Lions New River Stadium
Sun 3rd L1 R13 2.30 PM North Wales Crusaders Stadiwm ZipWorld, Colwyn Bay
Sat 9th L1 R14 3.00 PM Keighley Cougars New River Stadium
Sun 17th L1 R15 3.00 PM Hunslet South Leeds Stadium
Sun 24th L1 R16 3.00 PM Rochdale Hornets Crown Oil Arena
Sat 30th L1 R17 3.00 PM Cornwall New River Stadium
Sat 6th L1 R18 3.00 PM West Wales Raiders New River Stadium
Sat 14th L1 R19 3.00 PM Oldham Vestacare Stadium
Sat 21st L1 R20 3.00 PM BYE
Sat 27th L1 R21 3.00 PM Midlands Hurricanes New River Stadium

SEPT Sat 4th L1 R22 3.00 PM Doncaster Eco-Power Stadium

 MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUG





The New (River) Normal
Dave Farrar on Rugby League, Philosophy
and London

Expansion? What is it good for?

Well we have tried the big bang with Big City trans
continental  Toronto and are now experimenting with
the micro County version with Cornwall. You have to give
to our game we never know hon to quit. The London
experiment still survives 40 years on but is not in rude
health by any definition.

I am currently in Newcastle and the transplant of a RL
side into an established RU club seems to bearing fruit if
a little slowly, it seems to be a better fit than the Broncos
Harlequins marriage.

West Wales limps along with no obvious sense of
direction or improvement but the Coventry Midlands
move has at least not affected their playing side.

One worders if the World Cup will provide more impetus
on the long history of attempts at Rugby League at
expansion?

Enjoy the game!

DAVE FARRAR
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Community News

This week our Under 14s take on Brentwood Eels on the
Perth Road pitches.

After a tough game against a very good and very big
Under 14’s St Albans set up last week, Skolars have
recruited some big guns mid-week and the boys hope to
improve on this outing.

The Under 16s have had a couple of weeks rest and have
a game next week against Bromley Bengals away.
Bromley are based across the lane from the home of the
South London Silverbacks Men’s team who have sadly

folded for this season.

Skolars A team went to Medway Dragons last Saturday
short on numbers but big in heart. Our hosts dominated
and won 62-12. However, it was a good game, and
despite the score line there where some competitive
moments. Three of our Under 17’s players Archie Walker,
Brandon Barrife and Omarion Smith got to play full
games, Smith bagging two tries and taking the Man of
the Match award for the Skolars.

Sadly, this week’s A team game has been cancelled.

Skolars 10 years ago
Another trip to Cumbria 10 years ago, this time at a weekend. The opposition were Whitehaven. Ill discipline early on
saw Whitehaven enjoy sustained possession as they ran in two early tries. James Anthony was quick to react after a
failed intercept attempt by the home side, getting the ball out to the wing for Ade Adebisi to score against the club
he played at for two seasons. However, when Mike Worrincey was sin-binned Andreas Bauer scored straight away to
put the home side 18-6 up at the break. They went further ahead but when Dave Arnot and Carl Sice were sin-binned
for fighting, Skolars started to find gaps and with tries for Brad Hopkins and Dave Williams. Skolars lost 36-28 but
gained a bonus point. The game saw Joe Mbu  (in his first spell as coach) dust off his boots after a 12 month break
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Skolars 15 years ago
Featherstone Rovers travelled to New River having lost to Skolars the previous season. There was to be no repeat as
Rovers ran in 11 tries to win 6-62 with Corey Simms scoring Skolars only try, converted by Will Webster.

Last season Barrow were complaining about a long trip  to  Workington midweek, but 15 years ago Skolars had to
travel to Barrow midweek, due to Barrow’s run in the Challenge Cup. A mere 570 mile round trip. Skolars had 5
players making their debut, the youngest being 17 year old Douglas Hann. Barrow won 38-8 with Skolars’ try scorers
being Marrtyn Benson and Webster.

Skolars 5 years ago
Skolars played Doncaster at the start of May 2017, though that game was at the Don’s Keepmoat Stadium. Jason Tali
scored a hat-trick for the home side and with half an hour remaining they were 28-10 ahead and Skolars were down
to 12 men for 10 minutes following Simon Vavega’s despatch to the sin-bon. However, two tries for Sadiq Abebiyi
and one for Dave Williams, Skolars drew level thanks to JyMel Coleman’s fourth connversion. The last seven minutes
saw a missed long range penalty kick from Coleman and two missed drop-goal attempts from  Charlie Lawrence, but
the draw saw Don’s coach Gary Thornton lose his job.

They then entertained Whitehaven but couldn’t turn possession into points in the first half. Adebiyi’s try with 6
minutes remaining saw them 6 points behind, but a late converted try and a penalty saw the Cumbrians win 14-28.





Skolars Statistics
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2022 season Career
Club Player Sponsored by Appearances Appearances
No Starts Subs Total T G DG Points Starts Subs Total T G DG Points

437 Max Allen 4 - 4 - - - - 4 - 4 - - - -
438 Kyle Armstrong - 1 1 - - - - - 1 1 - - - -
423 Chris Ball - - - - - - - 9 - 9 - - - -
434 Leighton Ball The Mall 6 1 7 3 - - 12 6 1 7 3 - - 12
436 Jonathan Bell 5 1 6 1 5 - 14 5 1 6 1 5 - 14
435 Jarred Bassett Richard Griffin 6 - 6 2 - - 8 6 - 6 2 - - 8

Omar Benhoura - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
427 Luciano Bejandize SRL Alumni 5 1 6 1 - - 4 5 1 6 1 - - 4
419 Will Blakemore - 1 1 - - - - 3 2 5 - - - -
189 Oliver Bloom 2 - 2 - - - - 33 23 56 8 - - 32
220 Lamont Bryan Dave Farrar 2 - 2 - - - - 114 20 134 46 - - 184
405 Ryan Cane Tony David 2 - 2 - - - - 2 3 5 - - - -
409 Errol Carter The Sunday Zoomers 3 - 3 1 - - 4 9 - 9 3 - - 12
395 Kayne Chan-Kitchener - - - - - - - 1 - 1 - - - -
429 Doug Chirnside 2 6 8 - - - - 2 6 8 - - - -
298 Anthony Cox BDE 1 5 6 - - - - 14 23 37 - - - -

Joshua Dalton John Harte - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
426 Alex Deery Mabbelles Support Services 7 - 7 3 - - 12 7 - 7 3 - - 12
431 Connor Flanagan David Morgan 1 - 1 - - - - 1 - 1 - - - -
413 Christian Gale SORTED Magazine 6 - 6 - - - - 16 7 23 1 - - 4
272 Judd Greenhalgh 2 1 3 - - - - 37 20 57 8 - - 32
273 Mike Greenhalgh - 1 1 - - - - 48 16 64 7 - - 28
398 Charles Hammond Kevin Ward 3 - 3 - - - - 6 1 7 2 - - 8
436 Harry Kaufman Colin Browne 5 - 5 1 - - 4 5 - 5 1 - - 4
425 Shane Hurley Anderson Travel 2 - 2 1 - - 4 2 - 2 1 - - 4
440 Elliot Hutchings - 1 1 - - - - - 1 1 - - - -
430 Kojo Korang rebatemytax.co.uk - 3 3 - - - - - 3 3 - - - -
351 Phil Lyon Terry Browne 5 - 5 - 9 - 18 22 9 31 4 20 - 56
422 Abevia McDonald Eduardo Fontoura 4 - 4 2 - - 8 8 1 9 2 - - 8
428 Liam O'Callaghan Matt Donovan 7 - 7 - - - - 7 - 7 - - - -
414 Rob Oakley - 2 2 - - - - 1 3 4 2 - - 8
439 Will Ramsey 2 - 2 - 1 - 2 2 - 2 - 1 - 2
433 Reece Rance Lisa Marie McCormack 1 1 2 - - - - 1 1 2 - - - -
231 Aaron Small Hector McNeil 8 - 8 6 - - 24 73 8 81 27 - - 108
432 Aston Stephenson Paul Rolfe 1 4 5 - - - - 1 4 5 - - - -
399 Jacob Thomas 1 - 1 - - - - 18 - 18 5 2 - 24
412 Adam Vranos 2 - 2 - - - - 9 - 9 - - - -
378 Richard Wilkinson Anderson Travel 1 1 2 - - - - 20 1 21 7 - - 28
283 Sam Wellings Richard Griffin 2 2 4 - - - - 20 8 28 3 - - 12
368 Jerome Yates The Mall 6 - 6 3 - - 12 25 - 25 7 - - 28



Today’s Squads
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Today’s Match Officials Referee: Matt Rossleigh
Touch judges:  Henry Winnard, S Fraser
Reserve Referee: Matt CowanScoring Sequence

Sponsored by
Kyle Armstrong Watson Boas
Chris Ball Greg Burns
Leighton Ball The Mall Ben Cockayne
Jonathan Bell Travis Corion
Jarred Bassett Richard Griffin James Davies
Omar Benhoura Joe Fella
Luciano Bejandize SRL Alumni Keelan Foster
Oliver Bloom Tom Halliday
Lamont Bryan Dave Farrar Alex Holdstock
Ryan Cane Tony David Ben Howe
Errol Carter The Sunday Zoomers Ben Johnston
Kayne Chan-Kitchener Aaron Ollett-Hobson
Doug Chirnside Ben Mathiou
Anthony Cox BDE Loui McConnell
Joshua Dalton John Harte Dave Petersen
Alex Deery Mabbelles Support Services Kobe Poching
Connor Flanagan David Morgan Dean Roberts
Christian Gale SORTED Magazine Connor Robinson
Charles Hammond Kevin Ward & Hazel Acensi Leon Ruan
Harry Kaufman Colin Browne Jack Sanderson
Shane Hurley Anderson Travel Jordan Seaman
Elliott Hutchings Sam Smeaton
Kojo Korang rebatemytax.co.uk Robbie Storey
Phil Lyon Terry Browne Jason Tali
Abevia McDonald Kevin Ward & Hazel Acensi Midi Taulapapa
Liam O'Callaghan Matt Donovan Ross Whitmore
Reece Rance Lisa Marie McCormack Brandon Wilkinson
Aaron Small Hector McNeil Aaron York
Aston Stephenson Paul Rolfe
Rich Wilkinson Anderson Travel
Sam Wellings Richard Griffin
Jerome Yates The Mall
Max Allen D/R

Judd Greenhalgh D/R

Will Ramsey D/R

Jacob Thomas D/R




